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(MSSA) Michigan Student Service Award
Volunteer Service Guidelines
Thank you so much for your interest in being part of this important program! Your dedication to helping your community in the form of volunteerism is very admirable! The Michigan Student Service Award (MSSA) Program is a way of recognizing high school graduates who volunteer a significant number of hours to benefit their community, through service and volunteerism, during the course of their high school career.


Please use this sheet as a guideline to the types of activities that qualify and do not qualify for hours under the Michigan Student Service Award Program. A key takeaway is that if you receive any compensation for your service, such as: a wage, time off, extra credit, a grade, etc. – it is not considered volunteering. 

[image: image2.emf]YES (Qualifies) NO (Does not qualify)

Litter pickup on highways, parks, rivers, etc. Athletic participation (Football, baseball, gymnastics, etc.)

Tutoring or mentoring Ski-ters participation

Befriending a nursing home resident (spending time with, reading to, etc.) Community theatre, band or chorus

Nonprofit office & administrative work Drama club

Fundraising (group must not be linked to you in any way) Pep band

Working at community fundraisers Dance Performances

Salvation Army bell ringing Cheerleading

Food bank collection Float building

Advocacy for local nonprofit Prom decorating

Community beautification (tree/flower planting, gardening, etc.) Fundraising for your group or school program

Community mural painting Volunteering at a family member's place of business

YAC & Key Club Club meetings

Prepare or distribute meals to homeless Student council

Creative activities (make & give blankets to children in hospital, etc.) Bible school

Make & distribute care packages to needy Childcare at church

Building houses (Habitat for Humanity) Volunteer work done for school credit

Animal care/cage cleaning for local animal shelter Campaign work for political candidate

Non-paid shoveling, raking, etc. for elderly neighbor (not able-bodied) Mission trips outside of Dickinson/Iron counties

Working at local senior center Concessions at sporting events

Non-paid website creation for local nonprofit who may not have website yet Coaching/classroom assistant


